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(Told by iirs. Condit, melta) QBathered by Lucille Jackson, Former Albion €tudenv
Nye started to Jashington in the early spring of '8l from our home in

Jowa in Harrison County. iy two brothers, two sisters, iwx. Condit, five children

and myself made up the party. e had four wagons, two horses hitched to each

wagon. We were only on the road three weeks when we lost our youngest child,

§ months old.

At sbout the same time we met another family who joined us on our way to
sashington. After we had been out on the road'about seven weeks we came to
Granger. The Oregon Short Line was Jjust being built at this time.

In traveling our object was to go until we came to feed and water each day.
Grain was 3+ to 4 cents per pound. It often cost us 25 cents to water our
horses per team. ‘e brought most of our provisions with us but we could buy
bread,_six loaves for a quarter.

During our journey a great part of the time it rained and was very disagree-
able. On one occasion a terrible storm came up and we stopped and placed our
wagon in a circle and stationed the horses and tried to protect ourselves as
much as possible. The lightening was terrible and it struck a dugout not far
from where we camped, entered the door and killed one or two of the family.

On the Fourth of July, 1881, it was very cold. A cold north wind blew.

Qur first long stop was at Tear Lake V&lley, here Mr. Condit stopped to haul
lumber for the new railroad and buildings. Then we came on to ilalta and saw
this country, deciding to take up a piece of land. We kept the stage station
for a long time, At first I charged 75 cents per meal, but later I reduced it

to 50 cents.



Grandadds ﬂﬁat%

Owing to the lack of tilme and infermation we were unable 1O
give & full account of the life and death of our bsleoved citizen.
Teonard #. uondit who was highly respected Ly 8ll who Kuow hims
he was & pillar of light snd strength te his friends and neighbor
snd a great factor ém the growth and advancement of Vassia Lounty
As was stated .ast week, Mr londit was not physically strong enocugh
to recover from and incision te remove gallstones, whigh he under-
went in the nespital at Salt Lake City--he passed away at 8 o8 cleck
Monday, The remains were luid to vest in the Hlalta cemstery a week
later. BMonday, October 14, 1912. Ths frnersl attendance was the
largest we had the oppertunity te ovserve. AL the grave there wers
over 200 peaple besides many who did neot go yo the cenetery. The

gservices wers conducted Ly A i Chase an old schoclmate of Hr. vondit®

an eldsr of the K. C. of the d. L. of the L. D. 8. In referring to

liyr, vondit's eurly life, Bdler Uhase said that he was born at hittle

Bioux, dowa, on Jan.ary 2, 1850 snd was the Tirst mals rhild born
in that county. He was married te Mary U. Hawley Lec 31, 1869.

He followed the milling .usiness up to the time of lsaving for the
west, ehich was in May 1881, and arrived in vgsslia county in the
fall of 1882, where he has since made his houe. He was in the mer-
chantile business at Malta for a good many years. &% the tlme eof

‘his death he was serving his second term as commissioner of Lasgslis

ecounty, and we knov that the other members of the board will greatly
siss hi.. MHp vondit leaves a wife, five sens, leon, Heruvert, James,
sarthur snd Fred, snd two daughters, Mrs Pearl Handy of Heyburn
and diss Rena Londii, besides u large number of grandchildren, nephew
and neices to moorn his loss.

“he greatest munument, as truly sald uve Blder Lhsse, was s well
spent 1ifs with all the rsspsct of all his friends and nelghuors.

‘His funsral is a epoch in the lives of meny that will slways be

remembered.
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Londit===
Brother leonsrd o dit, saild to be the first white child bvora
n Harrison County, lowa, died at Salt Lake Lity, Vct. 8, 1913,

‘He was married in 1869 to Mary C. Hawley . In 1882, moved te Idaho

where he remained until 1910, where on account of his health, he

‘went to the coast. He served as county commissioner of Lassis
gounty, idaho. He was elected the last time without making a cam-

paign, snd was elected by a large majority. A lsrge funeral was
held ut #alts. He leaves wife and seven children, Llean, Herbert,
James, srthur, and Pearl. all married, end Irene and Fred at home.
Sermon .y Elder Am ULhase.
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’.ddughter had” eloped,.
thought Lhey might come thati .
way. - Two days ‘later the|
“-“down. stage’ carried ‘the
- +bodies of both men-who had/ -
—“'shotitout’ at the livery barn-
~in_Albion; ~and " both ;
killed:  The young brid

- returned home to be with her s

mother — now-a w;dow
Leonard»v

does ’not Iesk‘, ,

comfortable . . E\«erybod

Aries m be cheerful. I tald you

that- would - write - every
3 but don’t:

,“'Ims little band of
.stopped at Plul C

we have to pa) 23 cents a
month for ev ery member of
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floor, and a dirt hon .stead in ‘the Bi Bend ’
hauled the logs:dov I h g Tt

~‘éducation syster
trustee most of hl
area. Jessie

to Albion. Mr. C
recalls his tell

The Condit store in Malt




To Washington Territory

H
¥

Harrison vounty leses one of :er bes: cicizens, lesonard h@naits
whe left Garrison Gounty | Munl&p) ligdnesday, for 1ittle 5
fro which place they in co pany with othersk leave next w Gyer=
land for the far away Washington Territery, lsaving bshind 5 land
and the county of his natlvity. ¥#r. Londit, was bern in Harrison
vounty, tewa, Jamuary 2, 1880. 4in the year 1847 his father came te
Gouncil slufrs, then called Vainsville; was a member of the latisy
Pay Saints vhurch. dIn the year 1849 he located near bittle bioux,
Harrison Lount;, at which place Mp L, vondit made his advent inte
this world., and durling &ll thése pust years he has not wandered
more than 50 miles from his birthplace. In the year 1870 he marrded
fiiss Mary C. Bawley, a most estimable lady, s ki« smd egreeabls
gompanion. They are now the hapry parents of five children, the
four oldest, boys and the ysngesb a girl, the pride ef the fond
parents. Mr Condit commenced in Auguat 1873 to learn the »illing
trade in the Dunlap mills, and continued in our emplow uutii the
first of April of the present yesr. He proved himself a faithful,
horest and cepable business msn, always pleasant in business and
soclial relations, with all whom he came in contace, and consequently
made hests of warm friends,who will regret his going away from their
midst. e hope the land toward which he has set his face will bLe
all that he expects, snd that sucress will att-nd his efforts in
the business of .ife. A4rrangements have been made with Ry b@ndzt
te send communlecations each week, plving an scceount and incidents
ef their juorney which will b=z @Hbliﬁh@d in the Hepeorter.

Tﬁ@ many relavions and friend. of Mr and Mrs leonard Lendit
who left this county some time ago for lashingtou Territory, will
be .serry to hear of thelir sed veresvement in the less eof their youn-
gest child, an oply girl, aged about nine wonths. We received the
follewing note giving « brilef account of her sickness .nd death.

Nerth Plutte, June 2Oth,1881

Dear lirs 3~~~»;

The buby was talen sick Monday and Tuesday ve took her to the
doctor, in Rearney Junctien. KRiding did not seem to hurt her,
s0 we did not stap, tut kept on deoctoring her on the road. She was
80 much worse on Wednesdsy thst we stopped on Plum Lreed. Ve were
up wiih her ull night. Thursdsy night she went into spssms, she died
about neon. We all zisa her so much, -=yel feel that God knos best.
fle buried her in the cemetery at Plum wreﬁx, where the grave -ill
be well cared for. We weuld v: glad to hear from you at Uheyenne.

With much love to you all. Londit




When my grandmother, Mary Carmelia Hawley Condit, was four
years old and her brother Albert Hawley was two years of
age, their mother Elizabeth Ann Andrews Hawley did. After
their mother's death their maternal grandmother Nancy

Richardson Andrews took them into her home and raised them
as her own.

At fifteen, grandmother married Leonard Merry Condit in
1869. My father Herbert Marion Condit was born in 1874,
the second of nine children. B

In the spring of 1881, when my father was six, his parents,
their five children and other members of their family left
Little Sioux, Iowa, in four covered wagons for the territory
that is now Idaho State.

The following letter was written by my father's great
grandmother Andrews, who placed the Tittle letter-booklet

and one of my father's crocheted baby sleeves in a small
purse-1ike portfolio and gave it to him as he was leaving for
that far-off land.

April 6, 1881
My dear Bertie,

I am so sorry you are going away. .I will write a little
book for you to look at when you are gone wherever you
can.not see me anymore. When we go to town we can hear
the sound of the mill, but Bertie will not be there.

I used to think it was fun to.go to the cob pile with
you and James to pick up cobs. How odd it will seem

to go when you are all gone. .When you go, be care-

ful to stay close to your Papa and Mama for fear of
getting Tost. Sometimes children are easily lost when
they are in strange places. Take care of your sweet
Tittle sister. If she cries, sing her some of the
pretty hymns that you and Leon sing so pretty. They
will long be remembered by me. Be a good boy, Bertie,
and the Lord will bless you when you grow to be a

man. Bertie, write me a long letter telling me all
about that far off land.

From your great grandmother Nancy Andrews to Bertie
M. Condit. (The "sweet 1little sister" Grace Irene
Condit mentioned in the letter died June 14, 1881, on
Bertie's birthday. She was 8 1/2 months old and
became i11 while they were traveling westward. She
was buried at Plum Creek, Nebraska -- now known as
Lexington).
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His family can be credited as founding‘-
the town of Malta, an aunt was the ing’
dividual who gave the community its
name, and his father is believed to have
been one of the schoolteachers instruc-
ting in the little log cabin now located on
the museum grounds. . =

Fred. Condit, from Humisten, Towa,
the past week has been visiting  his
boyhood sites and renewing - aquaintan-
ceships of his pioneer family, who were
among the early settlers of Cassia
County. While here, Mr. Condit was a

guest of his nephew and wife, Mr. and.

Mrs. Leo J. Handy of Heyhurn.

The Condits in the 1800s lived in Little
Sioux, lowa and like some other early
emigrants, decided to move to Califor-
nia. Frexd: was the youngest of seven

in Albien to see if he could unload, he
found that man to be a better salesman
than he was, bécause instead of selling
his own merchandise, dad ended up
buying the Albion merchant's entire
inventory.” It was then with an expanded
selection of goods that the Condit Mer-
cantile store opened -in a new building
built at the crossroads of what was
developing into a town. The next step was

the need for a post office, and it was’

because of this request that the com-
munity received its name. The govern-
ment said they would granl the establish-
ment of a post office providing 4 name
for the community be given. Adeline
Condit, a schoolteacher, and I*‘r,-ezd‘s
aunt, suggested the name Malta. Thiz
educated young woman,

who was to \

about how the community of Burley.
looked on the day the first lots were pl
aced on sale. “As | remember, said Mr.
Condit, the town consisted of two s{ores.
and a large tent that served as a saloon.-
Those who wished to purchase property -
registered and if their name was drawn
they were allowed to buy any of the
remaining lots.”

Amazing as it sounds, Condit recalled |
that residential lots went for a $1 and ¥
business lots for $2. o

There was one other incident asso-
ciated with that first day in the “hirth” of
Burley on May 1, 1905. Fred Condit was.
ten years old at the time and he reealled
how his father, mother, brothers and.
sisters all came in from Malta in a large
wagon to purchase land for his S00-11-

N children tfour brathers and two sistersj. become the town's first postmistress, Jaw.. Newspaper accounts at thétime

5 He was born in Cassia County, Nov. 29, had read of the beauty Qf this country™ stated that several hundl*gcl people atten-

.3 1895. His father, Leonard Merry Condit, located on a group of islands ‘in the ¥ ded the land sale. The Condits camped
. and his wife, Mary Carmelia, left lowa Mediterranean and liking the name, out on some barren acreage a distance 3
7\-\? with their family by wagon train in the suggested it. Thus Mexltgi became one of  from the tract office, that today would be " -
"'y springol 1881, They spent the first winter  Cassia County’s historie cominunities.  in the heart of the cily. .
“®.oin J 3 5 ® where Then there is the link of a Condit, During the interview, Leo Handy also
Y. Leonard Condit got a job “‘tailing up teaching.in the log cabin t.hat“or]ce was  added an  item that in this wrilers
\_)'_ cattle.”” This included feeding, along with  located in the community of Conant; knowledge at least is new mnormation on - :

&

later acquired by the Kelsey family, and
last year donated to the Cassia County
museuny. Feed Condit and Lee Handy
both recalled that Leonard Condit for a
time taught school at Conant and they
believe it was in the same log cabin that
now stands at the museurn.

There were many other interesting
antedotes related concerning those early

every morning getting the critters on
their feet up from the deep snow. In the
spring of 1882 the Condits moved on
again, this time te the area around
Bridge, on the border of Idaho and Utah.
Father Condit got a job as a stage driver,
and the mother took charge of the stage
stalion. :

Although the present Mr. Condit did not

the city. In most accounts the Opera
House has been referred to as being
located on the corner of Oakley and Main
St. That is cerrect, except that it was not
the first Opera House. The first such type - ;
of structure used for early day entertaip-_ 3
ment was built by James Handy, Leo's
lather. It was constructed on one of the °
lots Mr. Handy purchased on that first ¢

i
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\3 explain this point it must have been at

. this time that his family decided to give
up the intended trip to California, and
settle in Idaho. In any event, they arrived
in what is now the Malta area in 1883.
Leonard Condit hewed timber and with
his own hands built a simple log cabin.
Frgi Condit reminisced, ““It had a dirt
roof and dirt floor, and finally dad put

- flooring in two of the rooms.” The

" Youngest son of this old pioneer also told
how a small stock of merchandise was
added for sale to the surrounding settler-
s. Leonard Condit in time became
discouraged with merchandising and

" decided to see if he could dispose Ofgé

.« stock to a storekeeper in Albion. Frs
< Condit laughed when he recounted this
episode, “When dad got to the merchant

days. Fred. Condit remembers the area
excitement on the heavyweight cham-

- pionship fight around 1800. He was not

sure who the antagonist was but one was
James J. Corbett. The World Almanac
records that, “‘on May 11, 1900, James J.
Johnson knocked out James J. Corbetr in
the 23rd round at Coney, Island, N. J.”
(Strange both with same first names.)
Fred remembers that the newspaper,
three or four days after the bout arrived,
was brought out to the hay field where a
large crew were working. *All o peration-
s stopped, "' said Mr. Comdiit, **while my
brother read to the assembled group the
round by round account of the fight.”
Other reminiscence stories were
related by both Mr. Condit and Mr. Han-
dy on the founding of Burley. Fred. told

day of the town sale. This first Opera
House was erected where the present fire
station now stands at the corner of
Oakley and 13th. This number one enter- ;
lainment center had a short life. After |
furnishing considerable recreation for
the fledgling comnunity, including

“ traveling shows, and dances, it burned to

the ground on Labor Day, in 1905, After a
few months of operation, the first, and
then many years later, the second Opera
House became victims of fire,

There were many more incidents of
early area history told by Mr. Condit and
Mr. Handy which space does not allow
recounting here. Feeling that these
stories have considerable reader in- .
terest, we hope to print some of these”
accounts in future columns.




¢ Condit.

- cal-hospital Wednesday, follows
. ing an illness of several years,

Funeral services will belheld

. Saturday at 2 p.m. in the Ver= .i
nonia EUB church, Officiating |

. will be Pastor Charles Mundorff :

‘ of the Réorgatized Chufch “of

* Jesus Christ-LDS: Soloist Wil
“be Mary Sanders.with Shirley .’
Berg as organist. Concluding
' rites and vault interment will:;
be in the Vernomia Memorial '

. cemetery.,

« Ida D. Condit was born.the ' .
- . daughter of Henry and Isabelle |
‘'Powers at Siiblet, Idaho on Oct,

© 20; 1881, She grew wup there

. and .on Oct, 20, 1900, she mar= |

* ried Herbert M. Condit,

. In 1920 they moved to Ver= |
. nonia, After the death of her

-husband in 1945, Mrs. Condit
“lived With her childrén, spende
“ingthe last six years at Hillsa*
‘boro. She was a member of the

-and Vernonia Grange.

Surviving are her children: :

'‘Earl L. of Portland, E, H,

:of Westport, Isabel Wallace of !
Lillian C. Bue |
Grace ;
‘Matthews of Mist, Ralph Cone :
‘dit and Ruby Clark of Hillse ;

Nestor,
chanan of

Calif,,
Portland,

boro; two brothers; Harrison

‘Powers of Burley; Idaho, and |

+John Powers of Salt Lake City,

'Utah, two sisters, Dewie RoO=-i
" berts and Maud Condit both of |
. Burley, Idaho, 16 grandchildren -

Cand:14 great-grandchildren.

s i &
Z_ 'l)euc evs

Grolens
(ift’(wvwi + Ha
pAarned
:),. Condi®™

st hers

Ida Condit, 85, died at 4 1%=

|

. Mother. She was also. named.

I

Mrs. Elizabeth Parker

' Mrs. E, Parker

"RLDS church of Forest Grove |

Services Read

Mrs. Elizabeth “Parker, 90-
year-old native Oregon and life
long resident here, .died jSatur-
day evening, December 5, at a
Portland hospital following an
;illxllfess of the past year and a
half. ) )

Funeral services 'for Mrs. .

Parker were held at the Fuiten
Mortuary  Chapel, Vernonia
Wednesday, December 9 at 11
a.m., with the Rev. M. L. Riis-
sell, retired minister of the Na-
zarene| church officiating.
Mrs. Parker was born ‘at At-
hena, Oregon July 5, 1880, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Nic-
kolas Gray. She moved with
her family to Portland and was
united in marriage in Portland
to Albert L. Parker November
14, 1900. ‘Mr." Parker was the
first white \child born in' the
Vez:nonia area and, following
their marriage, they moved to
Vernonia where they lived . for
the next 40 years.
.. Mr. and Mrs. Parker ‘then
lived /' at Clatskanie from 1940
until’ 1860, moving thence to
Gladstone. They  celebrated
their 67th wedding anniversary
before his death here in 19a7.
/Mrs. Parker was a charter
member of; and helped ‘orga-

‘nize, the Vernonia Grange  in

1901-1904. She likewise helped .
organize and was a charter
member of the  Marshland .
Grange mnear Clatskanie in

1943. She later transferred to
the Abernathy Grange at Ore-
gon City in 1962 and was iater
named Abernathy’s Grange

Columbia, ~ Cotliiity enténnial

" Veldori A. Parker,

Conducted T. _...

The people of*this vicinity pal

" their respects to Herbert Mario
| Condit at his funeral service 2

" the Evangelical church, July
"at 2 p.m, Mr. Condit will be 1

Queeén in 1954 and had been a
longtime active member of the
Evangelical church at Verno-
nia. :
Surviving are two sons, Al-
vin L. Parker, Gladstone and
Milwaukee,

Wisconsin. She was preceded
in death by a daughter, Benita
Wilma Condit in 1945. 3y b
. .Alse  surviving are three
grandchildren, Delilah Pyle,
Sacramento, California; Janet
and David Parker, Milwaukee,

Wisconsin; and 4 great-grand-

Son, Edward Condit of Sacra-
‘mento.

Robert Theis was soloist at
the. services with Mrs, Lloyd
Thomas, organist. ‘Concludin

".rites and vault inferment were

at the Vernonia Memorial ce-

Jnetery. with Claude Parsonsg

Everett Wood, Homer Gwin,

Pat Moser, Walter Thomas and

Walter Mathews

/ M serving as
pall bearer,s. :

" membered as a friend and as
. devoted father and husband t

his family.
The Rev. Jt. Vierhei, Portlan
sonducted the services. Intermer

i followed at the Vernonia Men
- orial cemetery.

Surviviors of Herbert Cond

. are his wife, Ida; the childrer

Earl of Portland, Edwin of (Clat
kanie, Ralph of Renton, Washin;
ton, Isabel Wallace of Nesto
Calif., Lillian Buchanan of Por
land, Grace Mathews of Mis
_and Ruby Clark of Vernoni
“and eight grandchildren.
Herbert Marion Condit w
born Juné 14, 1874 in Litt
Sioux, Iowa. Eight years afte
" he moved west by covered wagt
i to Cassia County, Idaho. Marris
| to Ida Powers in 1900, he pu
‘chased a farm in Sublett, Idah
. Eight children were were bo
to the couple, seven of whom a
. living. i . :
In the spring of 1920, Herbe
i Condit moved. his family frc
 the Idaho wcountry to -weste
i Oregon. Vernonia and its st
rounding country were incredib
. beautiful to him. The great tre
iand naturally green setting i
pressed him as “God’s country
! The Condit family ranch, t
“miles below town occupied mu
i of his time and effort, Yet
_fmany ways he found opportuni
{ for public service. School welfa
- and educational matters were 1
close concerny and he sought e

" ucation for his own childre
Various eivic duties came 1
way, all of which were carri

. out faithfully. )

After the c¢hildren hdd marri
and left home, Mr. and M
Condit moved to a small Irouse
Riverview. Here he lived un
his death, June 30. .

Herbert Condit counted frien
ship the greatest asset and
this he knew great suecess. Tho
who knew him mourn his passir
remember his charm and ‘sow
how mark off another chapter
the life story of his best lov

. btown, Vernonia, Oregon.
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